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Application No. 09/884,948 

Reply to Office Action of October 2, 2003. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, and 26-35 are pending in the present application. 

At the outset. Applicants wish to thanks Examiner Bugaisky for the indication that 
Claims 1 and 2 are free of the art of record and would be allowed with the amendment to 
overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph (Office Action date October 
2, 2003, page 3, lines 18-19). 

The rejection of Claims 1 and 2 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, is obviated 
by amendment. 

Applicants wish to thank Examiner Bugaisky for the kind suggestion on how to 
amend these claims to overcome the present rejection. Consistent with this suggestion. 
Applicants have amended the claims hereinabove. 

Withdrawal of this ground of rejection is requested. 

Applicants note that Claims 26-35 have been added. Claims 26 and 31 depend from 
allowable Claims 1 and 2, respectively, and as such should be entered and allowed. Claims 
27-30 and 32-35 are method claims that depend from Claims 1-2 and include all the 
limitations of the allowable product. 

Further, Applicants remind the Examiner that MPEP §821.04 states: 

...if applicant elects claims directed to the product, and a 
product claim is subsequently found allowable, withdrawn 
process claims which depend from or otherwise include all the 
limitations of the allowable product claim will be rejoined. 
{emphasis added) 
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Application No. 09/884,948 

Reply to Office Action of October 2, 2003. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 27-30 and 32-35 should be 
entered and allowed based on the allowance of Claims 1 and 2 from which they depend. 
Acknowledgment to this effect is respectfully requested. 

Tuming to the Examiner's objection to the Declaration, Applicants note that it 
appears that the Office has overlooked the substitute Declaration filed on June 21, 2001 in 
which the residence information has been provided. For the Examiner's convenience. 
Applicants submit herewith a copy of the substitute Declaration filed on June 21, 2001 along 
with a copy of the date-stamped fiHng receipt evidencing timely fihng thereof. 

Finally, Applicants confirm the Examiner's indication that a signed copy of the 
Information Disclosure Statement (Form PTO-1449) filed on June 21, 2001 will be provided 
with the next action. 
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Application No. 09/884,948 

Reply to Office Action of October 2, 2003. 



Applicants submit that the present application is now in condition for allowance. 
Early notification of such action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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